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Alabama joins the growing number of 
states that have adopted the 20 KHz band 
plan for 2-meter repeaters! Meeting in Bir- 
mingham on March 2, the Alabama VHF-UHF 
Council board of directors voted in the 20- 
KHz plan. But Alabama did it differently than 
other states. While, most states are allowing 
a "phase-in-period", Alabama immediately re- 
coordinated all 146/147 MHz repeaters. 


William L. Matthews, WA4ZVJ of Deca- 
tur, Alabama, and chairman of frequency co- 
ordination for the Alabama VHF-UHF Council, 
said in a letter to all repeater owners that 
they "have until July 1, 1985, to change fre- 
quencies. If you do not comply and notify me 
in writing by July 1, 1985, your frequencies 
will be considered non-coordinated and will be 
assigned to another operator." 


While the 20-KHz band plan was rum- 
ored, Alabama repeater owners were com- 
pletely taken by surprise by the early (July 
lst) implementation date. Reportedly Bill 
Matthews is quoted as saying that he wanted 
Alabama to be ahead of neighboring states, 
(namely Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Florida), and that they would (or should) fol- 
low Alabama's lead. I tried to reach Matthews 
to get his comments, but he is out of town 
until March 26th - too late for my deadline. 


When questioned about what would hap- 
pen at surrounding state borders when the 20 
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KHz plan meets up with the 15 KHz plan, my 
source (a repeater owner) said that the gen- 
eral feeling was that this was a dilemma for 
neighboring frequency coordinators and not 
Alabama's problem. "I don't know what is 
going to happen... ask Matthews. We are 
going to have a problem until they (surround- 
ing states) get on the bandwagon. It is going 
to be bad news... a no-man's land." 


My source also said that he had no ad- 
vance knowledge of the Alabama VHF -UHF 
Council board meeting. "I had heard nothing 
until a registered letter showed up saying 
that I had to-move (frequency). I was not pol- 
led... my opinion not asked. The hams out this 
way are taking it in stride and are planning 
on changing. You have to realize that the 
FCC has given the coordinator the power of 
God so what really can you do. You can say 
anything you want to, but if you are not on 
the new frequency by July Ist, you can forget 
your repeater." 


Meanwhile, the FCC's Ray Kowalski, 
(Chief of the Special Service Division) has 
sent a letter to all frequency coordinators 
requesting they they consider the repeater 
frequency coordination matters raised in PR 
Docket 85-22. He invited them to file written 


comments. The FCC also wants input on whe- 
ther they should recognize a single national 
frequency coodinator for the Amateur Radio 
Service. 
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20-KHZ SPACING SPREADS TO THE EAST... 


Meanwhile, the state of Indiana is con- 
sidering the 20-KHz 2-meter band plan and is 
going about it in a more amiable way. Neigh- 
boring Michigan to the north has already 
adopted it. The February 28th edition of the 
Indiana Section ARRL Letter contains an in- 
serted postal card which asks if 15 KHz or 20 
KHz separation is favored and whether the 
respondent is a repeater owner or not. 


Minnesota will consider adopting the 
pacific northwest 20-KHz 2-meter band plan 
at their April 13th meeting. Minnesota Re- 
peater Association Chairman Rick Whiting, 
W@TN, is on record as supporting it. 


Not only is frequency coordination big 
news in the Amateur Radio community, but in 
the land mobile arena as well! The FCC is 
considering giving business banders complete 
control over the nation's private radio license 
database! 


83-737 to allow only one frequency coordinat- 


ing committee for each radio service. Com- 
ments are pouring into the FCC on the issue 


from such "biggies" as Motorola, E. F. John- 
son, Bell Telephone, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, the Interna- 
tional Taxicab Association... the American 
‘ Petroleum Institute... NABER... the American 
Trucking Assocation... American Automobile 
Association and many others. 


Best bet is that the FCC will event- 
ually adopt a single frequency coordinator for 
the Amateur Service as well. 
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FCC AIDES FAA _IN CB CRACKDOWN.... 


The Federal Aviation Administration has 
complained to the FCC about CB transmitters 
Causing interference to air traffic operations 
at Washington National Airport. The interfer- 
ence is interupting communications between 
air-traffic controllers and airline pilots at 
critical moments during take-off and landing. 


On March 5th, taxi operator Clarissa 
Jenkins of Washington, D.C. was fined $500 
for having an illegal linear amplifier con- 
* nected to her CB transmitter. 


W5YI REPORT..... 


The Commission proposes in Docket 
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The effort at Washington National Air- 
port to assist the FAA in assuring passenger 
safety is continuing. The FCC warned "Taxi- 
cab drivers using illegal linear amplifiers 
should voluntarily discontinue use of these 
devices. Failure to do so will result in fines, 
administrative sanctions or possible jail sen- 
tences." 


I have never had my station or 


In other aviation news, the FAA is in 
the process of completing testing of a home 
computer weather briefing and flight plan fil- 
ing service and is expected to recommend 
construction of a nationwide system next 
year. 
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HAM_ RADIO _PROPOSED_TO_BE EXCLUDED 
FROM RF BIOLOGICAL HAZARD REVIEW! 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 


The FCC has issued an Order providing 
for formal FCC evaluation of RF radiation 
emitted by Commission regulated operations. 
The new rules go into effect October 1, 198, 
and apply primarily to broadcasting. A Fur- 
ther NPRM seeks to exclude certain radio 
services from FCC RF hazard appraisal. 


The lengthy documents (37 typewritten 
pages) propose to implement the National En- 
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). Under 
NEPA, the FCC is required to consider whe- 
ther its actions have a significant effect on 
the quality of the human environment. There 
is a provision in NEPA for "categorical ex- 
clusions" where these actions would not ordi- 
narily have such an effect. The following are 


condensed highlights of these proceedings. 


(1.) A "Notice of Inquiry" was issued in 1979 
to collect information relevant to potential 
hazards from RF radiation and the FCC's 
responsibilities to consider such hazards when 
they license or authorize facilities and equip- 
ment. 


Kr 


(2.) The Report and Order issued by the 
Commission on March 14, 1985, provides for 


routine environmental analyses of FCC 
actions that would result in non-compliance 
with applicable health and safety standards 
for RF radiation. The FCC said that any ad- 
verse RF radiation impact on the human 
environment should be taken into account as 
part of their license issuing function. 


kha WSVI Renart nrocram. If so. please send a 


(3.) The FCC will use the non-government 
ANSI safety standard for RF radiation expo- 
sure as the triggering mechanism for applica- 
tions requiring environmental processing. The 
ANSI standard applies to RF electromagnetic 
fields between 300 kHz and 100 GHz and pro- 
vides specific limits of human RF absorption 
rates (SAR's). 


Based on extensive tests made in Hono- 
lulu last Spring, the Environmental Protection 
Agency had recommended four different 
national emission standards. The ANSI guide- 
line also was favored by the NAB (National 
Association of Broadcasters) as a mechanism 
to prevent state and local authorities from 
reading erroneous literature and setting arbi- 
trary local standards. 


(4.) The ANSI standard will only apply to 
actions taken by the FCC with respect to 
broadcast facilities, satellite earth stations 
and experimental facilities. The Commission 
said that there is sufficient evidence that 
transmitting facilities in these categories 
could possibly create situations where the 
ANSI standard might be exceeded. 


(5.) The FCC also proposed to _ include 
required environmental analysis of shipboard 
satellite earth stations. The Radio Officers 
Union said in their comments that these 
antennas are mounted only a few feet above 
deck level. 


(6.) While sufficient evidence exists that 
some transmitting facilities emit radiation in 
excess of safety standards, "other types of 
RF sources authorized by the Commission may 
not create opportunities for overexposure and 
we are therefore, proposing to categorically 
exclude these transmitters and facilities from 
consideration..." 


(7.) Proposed exclusions from environmental 
review will be all FCC-regulated sources not 
listed above. The major excluded tranmitters 
would be land mobile, microwave point-to- 
point, amateur radio facilities, aviation and 
marine stations and low-powered broadcast 
equipment. 


(&8.) The FCC said these facilities ordinarily 
operate at low levels on an intermittent basis 
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"making it unlikely that human exposure in 
excess of safety standards would result...". 
CB transmitters are automatically excluded 
since it is the ANSI opinion that transmitters 
with input powers of less than seven watts do 
not cause exposures in excess of the recom- 
mended levels. 


(9.) An environmental analysis review exclu- 
sion is also proposed for the Amateur Radio 
Service due to evidence presented by the 
ARRL that “because of their intermittent 
nature and relatively low power, hazards are 
not normally presented to the public from 
amateur radio service RF radiation." 


(10.) The FCC requests public comment on the 
proposed exclusion of various radio services 
from environmental processing with regard to 
RF radiation hazards. Comments should 
address the following questions... 


What typical "worst case" electric and mag- 
netic field-strength levels occur near RF 
transmitters in areas that are accessible to 
the public and workers? How are these levels 
determined? How likely is it that people 
would be exposed at "worst case" levels? 


What methods are available for predicting 
typical electric and magnetic field-strength 
levels. Can field-strength levels be approxi- 
mated by simple calculations or nomograms? 
What measurement equipment and procedures 
are available for determining typical field- 
strength levels...?2 How accurate are they? 


What are the typical duty factors for land- 
mobile and other transmitters, particularly 
mobile units? How can duty factors best be 
estimated to determine compliance’ with 
health and safety standards for RF radiation? 


Roof mounted antennas could conceivably 
exceed the ANSI limit. Are such field strength 
levels typical for routine operations and if so, 
what measures can be taken to reduce them? 


What is the likelihood of mobile stations ope- 
rating with output powers of up to 100 watts 
causing human absorption of RF energy in 
excess of the ANSI limits? 


Would it be feasible for 


manufacturers of 
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Q-KHZ SPACING SPREADS TO THE EAST... 


Meanwhile, the state of Indiana is con- 
sidering the 20-KHz 2-meter band plan and is 
going about it in a more amiable way. Neigh- 
boring Michigan to the north has already 
adopted it. The February 28th edition of the 
Indiana Section ARRL Letter contains an in- 
serted postal card which asks if 15 KHz or 20 
KHz separation is favored and whether the 
respondent is a repeater owner or not. 


Minnesota will consider adopting the 
pacific northwest 20-KHz 2-meter band plan 
at their April 13th meeting. Minnesota Re- 
peater Association Chairman Rick Whiting, 
W@TN, is on record as supporting it. 


Not only is frequency coordination big 
news in the Amateur Radio community, but in 
the land mobile arena as well! The FCC is 
considering giving business banders complete 
control over the nation's private radio license 
database! The Commission proposes in Docket 
83-737 to allow only one frequency coordinat- 
ing committee for each radio service. Com- 
ments are pouring into the FCC on the issue 
from such "biggies" as Motorola, E. F. John- 
son, Bell Telephone, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, the Interna- 
tional Taxicab Association... the American 

‘ Petroleum Institute... NABER... the American 
Trucking Assocation... American Automobile 
Association and many others. 


Best bet is that the FCC will event- 
ually adopt a single frequency coordinator for 
the Amateur Service as well. 


oapeoape 


ECC AIDES FAA_IN CB CRACKDOWN.... 


The Federal Aviation Administration has 
complained to the FCC about CB transmitters 
causing interference to air traffic operations 
at Washington National Airport. The interfer- 
ence is interupting communications between 
air-traffic controllers and airline pilots at 
critical moments during take-off and landing. 


On March 5th, taxi operator Clarissa 
Jenkins of Washington, D.C.. was fined $500 
for having an illegal linear amplifier con- 
- nected to her CB transmitter. 


The effort at Washington National Air- 
port to assist the FAA in assuring passenger 
safety is continuing. The FCC warned "Taxi- 
cab drivers using illegal linear amplifiers 
should voluntarily discontinue use of these 
devices. Failure to do so will result in fines, 
administrative sanctions or possible jail sen- 
tences." 


In other aviation news, the FAA is in 
the process of completing testing of a home 
computer weather briefing and flight plan fil- 
ing service and is expected to recommend 
construction of a nationwide system next 
year. 


HAM RADIO PROPOSED _TO_BE EXCLUDED 
FROM RF BIOLOGICAL HAZARD REVIEW! 


The FCC has issued an Order providing 
for formal FCC evaluation of RF radiation 
emitted by Commission regulated operations. 
The new rules go into effect October 1, 1985, 
and apply primarily to broadcasting. A Fur- 
ther NPRM seeks to exclude certain radio 
services from FCC RF hazard appraisal. 


The lengthy documents (37 typewritten 
pages) propose to implement the National En- 
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). Under 
NEPA, the FCC is required to consider whe- 
ther its actions have a significant effect on 
the quality of the human environment. There 
is a provision in NEPA for "categorical ex- 
clusions" where these actions would not ordi- 
narily have such an effect. The following are 


condensed _ highlights of these proceedings. 


(1.) A "Notice of Inquiry" was issued in 1979 
to collect information relevant to potential 
hazards from RF radiation and the FCC's 
responsibilities to consider such hazards when 
they license or authorize facilities and equip- 
ment. 


(2.) The Report and Order issued by the 
Commission on March 14, 1985, provides for 


routine environmental analyses of FCC 


actions that would result in non-compliance 


with applicable health and safety standards 
for RF radiation. The FCC said that any ad- 
verse RF radiation impact on the human 
environment should be taken into account as 
part of their license issuing function. 


I do not own a significant 
My age is at least 18 years old." 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


license preparation materials. 


I have never had my station or 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 


operator license revoked or suspended. 


UNTEER EXAMINER 
this statement, and a SASE 


Dallas, Texas 75207 


If so, please send a 
You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 


OME _A_VOL 


your Extra-Class license, 
» PO Box #10101, 


DULD YOU LIKE TO BEC! 
under The W5YI Report program. 


Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 


to: W5YI - VEC 
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while, know about the legal battle that is 
raging between the public, Congress, the FCC 
and a_ sexually-oriented telephone service 
commonly known as "Dial-A-Porn." The New 
York based call-in service started in February 
1983. When a number is dialed, the caller 
hears a description or depiction of actual or 
simulated sexual behavior. 


Enraged parents and Congress want it 
stopped. The FCC isn't quite sure how to do 
this without treading on First Amendment 
rights. New York Telephone refuses to close 
it down saying that their tariff provides that 
the subscriber has exclusive control over the 
content and quality of messages transmitted. 


The Federal Register of March 15th has 
the text of a "Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking" that the FCC has issued trying 
to restrict youngsters under the age of 18 
from calling the service. Sources calculate 
that the service receives up to 500,000 calls 
a day, yielding approximately $10,000 for its 
owner, (High Society Magazine) and $35,000 
daily for New York Telephone before costs. 


A previous attempt to restrict "dial-it" 
operation to evening hours or require that the 
service be paid for by credit card was ruled 
unconstitutional in federal court since it also 
denied adult access during certain hours and 
this method, according to the court, did not 
utilize the least restrictive approach. 


The FCC says that it has found that 
there are three basic ways to limit access to 
dial-a-porn by minors. (1.) screening and 
blocking devices (2.) access and identification 
codes and (3.) limiting operational hours. 
Screening and blocking devices were ruled 
impractical since they would require time to 
develop and could be expensive. 


The Commission is now considering 
requiring telephone companies to report on 
monthly bills to their subscribers any tele- 
phone calls made to "976" (dial-it) numbers. 
Dial-a-Porn service operators would be 
required to reimburse the administrative costs 
experienced by the telephone companies. 


Also being considered is "Access and 
Identification Codes." Persons desiring access 


to Dial-a-Porn services would fill out an 
application relying on some sort of age verifi- 
cation and be issued a call-in code number. 
Comment period closes on May 14th, replies 
by June 11th. . 

(FCC 2nd NPRM in Docket 83-989, 3/1/85.) 

In speaking to the hams at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, I find that | made a 
"goof" on the donated TV cameras and minia- 
ture television sets mentioned in the 3/1 
issue. I had said that Sony donated them to 
the Tony England, WGORE, ham-in-space 
effort. They were actually donated by Pana- 
sonic. Sorry about that. Also understand that 
the scheduled July 9th shuttle lift-off could 
be moved up to a sooner date and that there 
is a possibility of an amateur radio hardware 
change. More on this in the next issue. 

Don't forget the North American Tele- 
conference Net on March 29. Featured on 
over 180 gateway stations (mostly 2 meter 
repeaters) will be a talk by Jim Larsen, 


-K7GE, on his favorite subject... designing and 


building antennas. Take special note that the 
net is on a Friday evening - and NOT Thurs- 
day as previously was the case. On June 14th, 
the TRN will feature an AMSAT program with 
Jan King, W3GEY, speaking on the Phase 4 
Geostationary Bird, Harold Price, NK6K, cov- 
ering PACSAT, the Flying Satellite Mailbox 
and an AMSAT roundtable discussing "How Do 
I Get Started Talking to a Satellite?" 


capoape 


If you are scheduling a volunteer ham 


| radio examination session after May lst, re- 


member that you must use the new Element 3 
questions. The "six month implementation per- 
iod" for the new November-1984 Element 3 
question bank is up on April 30, 1985. 


OSD CaDe 


UPDATE ON ADVANCED A "Seees 


Advanced Class volunteer examiners are 
allowed to administer the Element 3 (Technic- 
ian, General Class) written examination, but 
not the 13 word per minute Morse Code 
Examination. We covered this in our March 
lst issue. Many individuals and groups feel 
that Advanced Class VEs should be allowed to 
give both the code and written tests to Gen- 
eral Class applicants. 
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(3.) The FCC will use the non-government 
ANSI safety standard for RF radiation expo- 
sure as the triggering mechanism for applica- 
tions requiring environmental processing. The 
ANSI standard applies to RF electromagnetic 
fields between 300 kHz and 100 GHz and pro- 
vides specific limits of human RF absorption 
rates (SAR's). 


Based on extensive tests made in Hono- 
lulu last Spring, the Environmental Protection 
Agency had recommended four different 
national emission standards. The ANSI guide- 
line also was favored by the NAB (National 
Association of Broadcasters) as a mechanism 
to prevent state and local authorities from 
reading erroneous literature and setting arbi- 
trary local standards. 


(4.) The ANSI standard will only apply to 
actions taken by the FCC with respect to 
broadcast facilities, satellite earth stations 
and experimental! facilities. The Commission 
said that there is sufficient evidence that 
transmitting facilities in these categories 
could possibly create situations where the 
ANSI standard might be exceeded. 


(5.) The FCC also proposed to include 
required environmental analysis of shipboard 
satellite earth stations. The Radio Officers 
Union said in their comments that these 
antennas are mounted only a few feet above 
deck level. 


(6.) While sufficient evidence exists that 
some transmitting facilities emit radiation in 
excess of safety standards, "other types of 
RF sources authorized by the Commission may 
not create opportunities for overexposure and 
we are therefore, proposing to categorically 
exciude these transmitters and facilities from 
consideration..." 


(7.) Proposed exclusions from environmental 
review will be all FCC-regulated sources not 
listed above. The major excluded tranmitters 
would be land mobile, microwave point-to- 
point, amateur radio facilities, aviation and 


marine stations and low-powered broadcast 
equipment. 
(8.) The FCC said these facilities ordinarily 


operate at low levels on an intermittent basis 


"making it unlikely that human exposure in 
excess of safety standards would result...". 
CB transmitters are automatically excluded 
since it is the ANSI opinion that transmitters 
with input powers of less than seven watts do 
not cause exposures in excess of the recom- 
mended levels. 


(9.) An environmental analysis review exclu- 
sion is also proposed for the Amateur Radio 
Service due to evidence presented by the 
ARRL that "because of their intermittent 
nature and relatively low power, hazards are 
not normally presented to the public from 
amateur radio service RF radiation." 


(10.) The FCC requests public comment on the 
proposed exclusion of various radio services 


from environmental processing with regard to 
RF radiation hazards. Comments should 
address the following questions... 


What typical "worst case" electric and mag- 
netic field-strength levels occur near RF 
transmitters in areas that are accessible to 
the public and workers? How are these levels 
determined? How likely is it that people 
would be exposed at "worst case" levels? 


What methods are available for predicting 
typical electric and magnetic field-strength 
levels. Can field-strength levels be approxi- 
mated by simple caiculations or nomograms? 
What measurement equipment and procedures 
are available for determining typical field- 
strength levels...2 How accurate are they? 


What are the typical duty factors for land- 
mobile and other transmitters, particularly 
mobile units? How can duty factors best be 
estimated to determine compliance with 
health and safety standards for RF radiation? 


Roof mounted antennas could conceivably 
exceed the ANSI limit. Are such field strength 
levels typical for routine operations and if so, 
what measures can be taken to reduce them? 


What is the likelihood of mobile stations ope- 
rating with output powers of up to 100 watts 
causing human absorption of RF energy in 
excess of the ANSI limits? 


Would it be feasible for 


manufacturers of 


transmitting equipment to provide information 
to users on how best to ensure compliance 
with relevant RF safety standards? Should 
this be required? 


How can access to land-mobile transmitters, 
particularly mobile units, best be controlled 
to minimize risk, if any, to the public? Are 
there mounting or design modifications that 
can reduce ambient RF fields around vehicle 
mounted antennas? 


What are the biological hazards of shipboard 
RF sources such as radar and HF antennas? 


Are there trasmitting facilities that the FCC 
proposes to exclude that could, in fact, result 
in human exposure in excess of the ANSI 
guideline? 


Comments will be used to evaluate 
whether the Commission's proposal will enable 
the FCC to best meet its responsibilities 
under NEPA with regard to accessing the 
environmental effects of RF radiation. 
Comments due on or before June 19, 198). 
Reply comments shall be filed by July 19. 
(Action by the FCC, released March 14, 1985) 


cap eoape 


The ARRL Foundation, Inc., a non- 
profit organization "for the advancement of 
amateur radio" held their annual meeting on 
January 26, 1985, at League Headquarters. 
Elected was a new president, Paul Grauer, 
W@FIR who succeeds Robert York Chapman, 


WIQV. .Grauer is also the ARRL Midwest 
Division Director. York, who becomes Presi- 
dent Emeritus, nominated Grauer to the 


office. There were no other nominations. Also 
approved was a $10,000 matching donation for 
AMSAT's Phase 3C satellite launch. A new 
QST advertisement (to appear in May) to pro- 
mote the Goldwater Scholarship fund was also 
shown to the board and_ enthusiastically 
received. yA Ae 


QCWA_160-METER COMMENT EXTENSION 


Many amateurs have sent in their com- 
ments on PR Docket 84-874 which seeks to 
reallocate the top half of the 160-meter ham 


Service. All 
Radiolocation 


are opposed to the measure. 
is defined as the use of the 
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radio spectrum for position determination - 
other than for navigation purposes. 


The FCC said that the reassignment 
was necessary to make room for radiolocation 
operations since it is to be displaced by AM 
broadcasting which will be (WARC-79) 
expanded up to 1705. The Radiolocation Ser- 
vice previously was allocated 1605-1800 kHz. 


The ARRL had previously requested an 
extension of comment filing time and this was 
granted to January 24 with reply comments 
due by March 11, 1985. The QCWA submitted 
a request last month for an extension of time 
for filing reply comments since it wanted to 
consider the matter further at their semi- 
annual board of directors meeting to be held 
on March 15th. The FCC has granted a three 
week extension to April 2, 1985, to file reply 
comments. 


FCC_ISSUES NEW_VEC_INSTRUCTIONS 


New VEC instructions were issued by 
the FCC on March 1, 1985, with a new sec- 


tion included on examining the handicapped. 


°ap eae 


"When selecting questions for an examin- 
ation to be taken by a disabled person, take 
into account the disability. For instance, 
questions involving diagrams may be a poor 
choice for a blind person. No qualified person 
should fail an examination solely because of a 
hdkdicap. VE's must make specific efforts to 
assist handicap candidates." 


"For instance, persons with a hearing 
impairment may use a vibrating surface or a 
flashing light for the telegraphy examination. 
If hand coordination is difficult for writing 
purposes, the candidate may dictate the 
answers to one of the VE's to write down. A 
VE may read the questions to a blind candi- 
date." 


"The point is that the knowledge and 
skills needed to qualify for an amateur license 
are exactly the same for everyone. The FCC 
does not waive the qualification requirements. 
The VE's may take into acount the particular 
physical disability a person may have by per- 
mitting that person to demonstrate that they 
do possess the requisite qualifications in ways 
that accomodate the disability." 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU who_sub- 


HAM RADIO OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONG.... 


mitted or otherwise contributed editorial con- 


Rooklet containing all of the FCC Amateur 


WE THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE INTER- 


THE FCC'S GETTYSBURG LICENSING FACILITY SENT US A COPY OF THE MOST RECENT CENSUS OF 
AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS BY STATE AND LICENSE CLASS. 


ESTED IN SEEING IT. 


STATE: 


Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 


District of Columbia 


Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 

Idaho 

I}linois 
Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio. 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
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526 
190 
646 
269 
4714 
674 
672 
107 

54 
194] 
721 
1 76 
175 
1537 
739 
399 
376 
341 
468 
ehge 
868 
1177 
1226 
672 
208 
691 
143 
164 
177 
285 
1358 
328 
2245 
77 

65 
1622 
378 
631 
1559 
157 
318 

85 
660 
2190 
194 
109 
1035 
1110 
233 
540 


ADVAN. 


1304 
477 
Poo 
769 


14218 


1655 
1422 
rN 
101 
5928 
1894 
478 


GEN. 


1607 
561 
2122 
O17 


14821 


199 
1 856 
254 
138 
6925 
2135 
544 
628 
5124 
2653 
1594 
P5D2 
1307 
1370 
872 
2025 
3390 
4190 
2188 
ss 
2485 
D44 
PHL 
595 
798 
3547 
806 
6898 
2367 
384 
5498 
1348 
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7074 
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342 
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FCC STATISTICS ON THE NEXT PAGE INDICATE THE NUMBER OF NEW AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR 
LICENSES ISSUED BY CLASS AND THE NUMBER OF AMATEURS UPGRADING BY MONTH SINCE LAST 


OCTOBER. 


transmitting equipment to provide information 
to users on how best to ensure compliance 
with relevant RF safety standards? Should 
this be required? 


How can access to land-mobile transmitters, 
particularly mobile units, best be controlled 
to minimize risk, if any, to the public? Are 
there mounting or design modifications that 
can reduce ambient RF fields around vehicle 
mounted antennas? 


What are the biological hazards of shipboard 
RF sources such as radar and HF antennas? 


Are there trasmitting facilities that the FCC 
proposes to exclude that could, in fact, result 
in human exposure in excess of the ANSI 
guideline? 


Comments will be used to evaluate 
whether the Commission's proposal will enable 
the FCC to best meet its responsibilities 
under NEPA with regard to accessing the 
environmental effects of RF radiation. 
Comments due on or before June 19, 1985. 
Reply comments shall be filed by July 19. 
(Action by the FCC, released March 14, 1985) 


capo ape 


The ARRL Foundation, Inc., a _ non- 
profit organization "for the advancement of 
amateur radio" held their annual meeting on 
January 26, 1985, at League Headquarters. 
Elected was a new president, Paul Grauer, 
WGFIR who succeeds Robert York Chapman, 
W1OV. .Grauer is also the ARRL Midwest 
Division Director. York, who becomes Presi- 
dent Emeritus, nominated Grauer to the 
office. There were no other nominations. Also 
approved was a $10,000 matching donation for 
AMSAT's Phase 3C satellite launch. A new 
QST advertisement (to appear in May) to pro- 
mote the Goldwater Scholarship fund was also 
shown to the board and_ enthusiastically 
received. 


coapeoape 


QCWA_160-METER COMMENT EXTENSION 


Many amateurs have sent in their com- 
ments on PR Docket 84-874 which seeks to 
reallocate the top half of the 160-meter ham 
band (1900 to 2000 kHz) to the Radiolocation 
Service. All are opposed to the measure. 
Radiolocation is defined as the use of the 
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radio spectrum for position determination - 
other than for navigation purposes. 


The FCC said that the reassignment 
was necessary to make room for radiolocation 
operations since it is to be displaced by AM 
broadcasting which will be (WARC-79) 
expanded up to 1705. The Radiolocation Ser- 
vice previously was allocated 1605-1 800 kHz. 


The ARRL had previously requested an 
extension of comment filing time and this was 
granted to January 24 with reply comments 
due by March 11, 1985. The QCWA submitted 
a request last month for an extension of time 
for filing reply comments since it wanted to 
consider the matter further at their semi- 
annual board of directors meeting to be held 
on March 15th. The FCC has granted a three 
week extension to April 2, 1985, to file reply 
comments. capcane 


FCC_ ISSUES NEW _VEC_INSTRUCTIONS 


New VEC instructions were issued by 
the FCC on March 1, 1985, with a new sec- 


tion included on examining the handicapped. 


"When selecting questions for an examin- 
ation to be taken by a disabled person, take 
into account the disability. For instance, 
questions involving diagrams may be a poor 
choice for a blind person. No qualified person 
should fail an examination solely because of a 
hakdicap. VE's must make specific efforts to 
assist handicap candidates." 


"For instance, persons with a hearing 
impairment may use a vibrating surface or a 
flashing light for the telegraphy examination. 
If hand coordination is difficult for writing 
purposes, the candidate may dictate the 
answers to one of the VE's to write down. A 
VE may read the questions to a blind candi- 
date." 


"The point is that the knowledge and 
skills needed to qualify for an amateur license 
are exactly the same for everyone. The FCC 
does not waive the qualification requirements. 
The VE's may take into acount the particular 
physical disability a person may have by per- 
mitting that person to demonstrate that they 
do possess the requisite qualifications in ways 
that accomodate the disability." 


24 


Tel: (817) 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU who_sub- 
mitted or otherwise contributed editorial con- 
tent used in this issue. Your news assistance is 
461-6443 has a vox-operated recorder on it 


solicited and greatly appreciated. 
hours with no cut off timing. 


P.O. Box #10101 
Dallas, TX 75207 
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HAM RADIO OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONS.... 
(PR-Bulletins 


Booklet containing all 
Radio Operator (Novice Through Extra 
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BASH EDUCATIONAL SERVICES GOES QRT! 


In a letter dated March 14th, Dick Bash 
| KL7IHP, has advised his Part 97 Update Ser- 
vice subscribers that he is now out of the 
ham radio publishing business. During the 
early 1980's, Bash made thousand's of dollars 
by making the FCC's amateur radio testing 
material common knowledge. The ARRL re- 
fused his advertisements. In his April 1982 '73 
magazine’ editorial, Wayne Green, W2NSD/1, 
said that the Bash Books were “one of the 
most destructive forces in amateur radio." 


It took them five years to do it, but the 
FCC responded by developing large test ques- 
tion pools, made them public and turned the 
amateur radio operator testing program over 
to the amateur community. The ARRL _ pub- 
lished the answers. Bash recently told us that 
he now "has nothing to sell." Gone, probably 
forever, will be his familiar booth at the Day- 
ton HamVention. Make no mistake about it. He 
had a following... a big following. 


One of the recipients of the Bash letter 
was Jack Kemp, W8JNH, of Brookville, Ohio, 
in response to two certified letters sent to 
Bash's business address seeking information on 
his Part 97 update subscription. The letter 
reads... "I regret to advise that Bash Educa- 
tional Services, Inc. is unable to continue to 
produce a viable test guide series in view of 
the Volunteer Program as it now exists." Bash 
said the lack of such a product line has re- 
duced his revenue and prevented him from 
continuing the Part 97 program. "The program 
was subsidized by the income from our test 
| guide," he noted. 


"After many long and painful hours of 
soul searching, I have realized that if we 
were to create a test guide for Technician, 
General, Advanced or Extra Class ham radio 
applicants, that these books would be no diff- 
erent than those published by ARRL. As a 
matter of fact, they would be verbatim - and 
would have to be if they were to be effective 
around the country." 


Bash said that he had always prided 
himself on providing a unique product - one 
unlike any other in the industry. "I believe 
that if I am unable to create a good product 


WSYI REPORT..... 


Page #7 


April 1, 1985 


that is different from the competition, and 
serve your needs better than the competition, 
then it is best not to create anything. The 
current Volunteer Program prevents me from 
publishing a book that will be effective." 


Bash said that since "the FCC does not 
publish test question answers" in order to 
have a product that will work for amateur 
radio "it is necessary to create industry 
standards" with each publisher having the 
same answers to these questions. Bash said 
the League has publications that will do this 
and questioned the need for additional copies 
of the same volumes in the marketplace. "If 
they aren't the same, they (the VE program) 
won't work nationwide," he said. 


Wie have. very reluctantly decided to 


cease operations at this time, close this ccrp- 
oration... and move everything back to the 


kitchen table which is where we started... and 
wait to see how the Volunteer Exam Program 
develops." 


Bash said he realized that he was let- 
ting many amateurs down, particularly those 
that subscribed to his Part 97 update service. 
He said that his cost of the service greatly 
exceeded subsciption revenues. 


"You took a chance with us... and it 
failed. You weren't 'ripped off' or I wouldn't 
be writing this letter in the first place. You 
were a victim of economics. ...1 hope to start 
again in the future. ...If I start again, you 
will have a credit with us. If I get a product 
going again, you will be allowed to extract. 
your credit from that product line. I wish I 
could offer you more, but there is nothing to 
give. I have laid off all of the employees and 
sold everything we had to pay the bills. There 
is still a stack of huge unpaid bills and those 
creditors are in the same boat as you. If I had 
the money, I would give you a refund but 
there is simply no money to be had." 


"If I have said it once, I have said it a 
thousand times... you will never get rich in 
the publishing business - especially the ama- 
teur radio publishing business. You cared and 
I tried. Unfortunately it hasn't been success- 
ful. The corporation is finished. Perhaps some 
day in the future I can create other products 
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STATE: EXTRA ADVAN. GEN. TECH. NOVICE TOTAL: 
Wyoming 78 181 BDU ONS) DEI 906 
Guam 14 43 24 21 59 161 
Puerto Rico 104 305 281 811 1668 3169 
Virgin Islands 12 3) i By, Wi Dy) 167 
\merican Samoa 2 2 y BZ 5 16 
Johnston Island 2 1 3 
\. Mariana Island 4 5 3 1 3 loan 
Other i 3 7 Z g 


TOTAL: 36303 97518 116874 80658 79497 410850 
8.8% PENT fe, 28.5 % 19.6% 19.4% 
(Plus: 2302 Club Stations; 175 Military Stations; and 399 RACES Stations) 
TOTAL ACTIVE AMATEUR RADIO STATIONS AS OF 2/26/85: 413,726 
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Class: OCT: NOV: DEC: JAN: FEB: 
NEW LICENSES TO: Radio Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" Gp."D" 
District Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
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GENE RAE 23 22 47 26 Di 2 NILX KD2LM N2FJJ KA2WXO 
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TECHNICIAN 264 523 TAU 450 528 Guam AH2V. AH2BD KH2BV WH2AFM 
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EXTRA Zz yp 4 Zz 3 Hawall WH6W AH6FZ NH6DB WH6EBCK 
SUBTOTAL 390 690 949 647 747 ‘Kure Is. KH7AA 
Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAO 
FROM TECHNICIAN TO.... Wake Wilkes Peale AHIAB KH9IAB WHIAAC 
GENERAL 178 OMT GPE NO SNE Alaska (*) AL7GR NL7FH WL/BGD 
ADVANCED Bo 59 76 26 39 Virgin Is. KP2L KP2AT NP2BF WP2AEJ 
EXTRA 1 l 2 Puerto Rico WP4F KP4IJ NP4MS WP4DYX 


SUBTOTAL 217 2f TEN 2oS 257i aa 
The FCC's license service report for the 
FROM GENERAL TO.... month of February indicates that it is taking 
ADVANCED 148 320° 432 109 on 208 16 business days to process a new (Novice) 
EXTRA 10 18 29 vd 20 Amateur Radio application received in good 
SUBTOTAL 158 338 461 L1G iG2Z24 condition - about three weeks. Upgrades are 
taking six weeks due to the length of time it 


FROM ADVANCED TO.... takes to go through the VE/VEC system. Rou- 
EXTRA 58 200 190 77 126 tine renewals are handled faster. 
TOTAL Amateur Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. 


UPGRADES 823 1505 1899 1097 1454 | Applications: 1982: 1983: 1984: 1985: 
Processed: 7,480 13,743 10,979 10,080 
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BASH EDUCATIONAL SERVICES GOES QRT! 


In a letter dated March 14th, Dick Bash 


KL7IHP, has advised his Part 97 Update Ser- 


vice subscribers that he is now out of the 


ham radio publishing business. During the 
early 1980's, Bash made thousand's of dollars 
by making the FCC's amateur radio testing 
material common knowledge. The ARRL re- 
fused his advertisements. In his April 1982 '73 
magazine! editorial, Wayne Green, W2NSD/1, 
said that the Bash Books were "one of the 
most destructive forces in amateur radio." 


It took them five years to do it, but the 
FCC responded by developing large test ques- 
tion pools, made them public and turned the 
amateur radio operator testing program over 
to the amateur community. The ARRL pub- 
lished the answers. Bash recently told us that 
he now "has nothing to sell." Gone, probably 
forever, will be his familiar booth at the Day- 
ton HamVention. Make no mistake about it. He 
had a following... a big following. 


One of the recipients of the Bash letter 
was Jack Kemp, W8JNH, of Brookville, Ohio, 
in response to two certified letters sent to 
Bash's business address seeking information on 
‘his Part 97 update subscription. The letter 
reads... "I regret to advise that Bash Educa- 
tional Services, Inc. is unable to continue to 
produce a viable test guide series in view of 
the Volunteer Program as it now exists." Bash 
said the lack of such a product line has re- 
duced his revenue and prevented him from 
continuing the Part 97 program. "The program 
was subsidized by the income from our test 
guide," he noted. 


"After many long and painful hours of 
soul searching, I have realized that if we 
were to create a test guide for Technician, 
General, Advanced or Extra Class ham radio 
applicants, that these books would be no diff- 
erent than those published by ARRL. As a 
matter of fact, they would be verbatim - and 
would have to be if they were to be effective 
around the country." 


Bash said that he had always prided 
himself on providing a unique product - one 
unlike any other in the industry. "I believe 
that if I am unable to create a good product 


that is different from the competition, and 
serve your needs better than the competition, 
then it is best not to create anything. The 
current Volunteer Program prevents me from 
publishing a book that will be effective." 


Bash said that since "the FCC does not 
publish test question answers" in order to 
have a product that will work for amateur 
radio "it is necessary to create industry 
standards" with each publisher having the 
same answers to these questions. Bash said 
the League has publications that will do this 
and questioned the need for additional copies 
of the same volumes in the marketplace. "If 
they aren't the same, they (the VE program) 
won't work nationwide," he said. 


"] have very reluctantly decided to 


cease operations at this time, close this ccrp- 
oration... and move everything back to the 


kitchen table which is where we started... and 
wait to see how the Volunteer Exam Program 
develops." 


Bash said he realized that he was let- 
ting many amateurs down, particularly those 
that subscribed to his Part 97 update service. 
He said that his cost of the service greatly 
exceeded subsciption revenues. 


"You took a chance with us... and it 
failed. You weren't 'ripped off! or I wouldn't 
be writing this letter in the first place. You 
were a victim of economics. ...! hope to start 
again in the future. ...If I start again, you 
will have a credit with us. If I get a product 
going again, you will be allowed to extract 
your credit from that product line. I wish I 
could offer you more, but there is nothing to 
give. I have laid off all of the employees and 
sold everything we had to pay the bills. There 
is still a stack of huge unpaid bills and those 
creditors are in the same boat as you. If I had 
the money, I would give you a refund but 
there is simply no money to be had." 


"If I have said it once, I have said it a 
thousand times... you will never get rich in 
the publishing business - especially the ama- 
teur radio publishing business. You cared and 
I tried. Unfortunately it hasn't been success- 
ful. The corporation is finished. Perhaps some 
day in the future I can create other products 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS... 


issued as of the first of March: 


Radio Gp."A" 
District Extra 
) NJIGM 
| KYIN 
2 NILX 
3 KV3G 
4 AA4GHX 
5 NU5N 
6 WE6X 
it NM7L 
8 NK &8V 
9 NDON 
N.Mariana I. AH@D 
Guam AH2V 
Johnston Is. AH3A 
Midway Is. 
Hawall WHEW 
‘Kure Is. 


Amer. Samoa AH8&B 
Wake Wilkes Peale 
Alaska (*) 

Virgin Is. KP2L 
Puerto Rico WP4F 


The FCC's license service report for the 
month of February indicates that it is taking 
16 business days to process a new (Novice) 


Gp."B" 
Advan. 
KDOVI 
KBIRO 
KD2LM 
KC3RB 
KH4AK 
KE5XD 
KG6PA 
KE7EF 
KD&8WY 
K DONT 
AHGAC 
AH2BD 
AH3AC 
AH4AA 
AH6FZ 


AH8AB 
AH9AB 
AL7GR 
KP2AT 
KP4lIJ 


Gp."C" Gp."D" 
Tech/Gen Novice 
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Amateur Radio application received 


condition - about three weeks. 
taking six weeks due to the length of time it 
takes to go through the VE/VEC system. Rou- 


tine renewals are handled faster. 
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Applications: 19 82: 
Processed: 7,480 


Feb. 
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Feb. 
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transmitting equipment to provide information 
to users on how best to ensure compliance 
with relevant RF safety standards? Should 
this be required? 


How can access to land-mobile transmitters, 
particularly mobile units, best be controlled 
to minimize risk, if any, to the public? Are 
there mounting or design modifications that 
can reduce ambient RF fields around vehicle 
mounted antennas? 


What are the biological hazards of shipboard 
RF sources such as radar and HF antennas? 


Are there trasmitting facilities that the FCC 
proposes to exclude that could, in fact, result 
in human exposure in excess of the ANSI 
guideline? 


Comments will be used to evaluate 
whether the Commission's proposal will enable 
the FCC to best meet its responsibilities 
under NEPA with regard to accessing the 
environmental effects of RF radiation. 
Comments due on or before June 19, 198). 
Reply comments shall be filed by July 19. 
(Action by the FCC, released March 14, 1985) 


capeoape 


The ARRL Foundation, Inc., a non- 
profit organization "for the advancement of 
amateur radio" held their annual meeting on 
January 26, 1985, at League Headquarters. 
Elected was a new president, Paul Grauer, 
WGFIR who succeeds Robert York Chapman, 
W1QOV. .Grauer is also the ARRL Midwest 
Division Director. York, who becomes Presi- 
dent Emeritus, nominated Grauer to the 
office. There were no other nominations. Also 
approved was a $10,000 matching donation for 
AMSAT's Phase 3C satellite launch. A new 
OST advertisement (to appear in May) to pro- 
mote the Goldwater Scholarship fund was also 
shown to the board and_ enthusiastically 
received, 
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QCWA _160-METER COMMENT EXTENSION 


Many amateurs have sent in their com- 
ments on PR Docket 84-874 which seeks to 
reallocate the top half of the 160-meter ham 
band (1900 to 2000 kHz) to the Radiolocation 
Service. All are opposed to the measure. 
Radiolocation is defined as the use of the 


radio spectrum for position determination - 
other than for navigation purposes. 


The FCC said that the reassignment 
was necessary to make room for radiolocation 
operations since it is to be displaced by AM 
broadcasting which will be (WARC-79) 
expanded up to 1705. The Radiolocation Ser- 
vice previously was allocated 1605-1 800 kHz. 


The ARRL had previously requested an 
extension of comment filing time and this was 
granted to January 24 with reply comments 
due by March 11, 1985. The QCWA submitted 
a request last month for an extension of time 
for filing reply comments since it wanted to 
consider the matter further at their semi- 
annual board of directors meeting to be held 
on March 15th. The FCC has granted a three 
week extension to April 2, 1985, to file reply 
comments. capcane 


FCC _ ISSUES NEW _VEC_INSTRUCTIONS 


New VEC instructions were issued by 
the FCC on March 1, 1985, with a new sec- 


tion included on examining the handicapped. 


"When selecting questions for an examin- 
ation to be taken by a disabled person, take 
into account the disability. For instance, 
questions involving diagrams may be a poor 
choice for a blind person. No qualified person 
should fail an examination solely because of a 
hdkdicap. VE's must make specific efforts to 
assist handicap candidates." 


"For instance, persons with a hearing 
impairment may use a vibrating surface or a 
flashing light for the telegraphy examination. 
If hand coordination is difficult for writing 
purposes, the candidate may dictate the 
answers to one of the VE's to write down. A 
VE may read the questions to a blind candi- 
date? 


"The point is that the knowledge and 
skills needed to qualify for an amateur license 
are exactly the same for everyone. The FCC 
does not waive the qualification requirements. 
The VE's may take into acount the particular 
physical disability a person may have by per- 
mitting that person to demonstrate that they 
do possess the requisite qualifications in ways 
that accomodate the disability." 
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mitted or otherwise contributed editorial con- 
tent used in this issue. Your news assistance is 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU who _sub- 
461-6443 has a vox-operated recorder on it 
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hours with no cut off timing. 
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BASH EDUCATIONAL SERVICES GOES QRT! 


In a letter dated March 14th, Dick Bash 
KL7IHP, has advised his Part 97 Update Ser- 
vice subscribers that he is now out of the 
ham radio publishing business. During the 
early 1980's, Bash made thousand's of dollars 
by making the FCC's amateur radio testing 
material common knowledge. The ARRL re- 
fused his advertisements. In his April 1982 '73 
magazine! editorial, Wayne Green, W2NSD/1, 
said that the Bash Books were "one of the 
most destructive forces in amateur radio." 


It took them five years to do it, but the 
FCC responded by developing large test ques- 
tion pools, made them public and turned the 
amateur radio operator testing program over 
to the amateur community. The ARRL pub- 
lished the answers. Bash recently told us that 
he now "has nothing to sell." Gone, probably 
forever, will be his familiar booth at the Day- 
ton HamVention. Make no mistake about it. He 
had a following... a big following. 


One of the recipients of the Bash letter 
was Jack Kemp, W8JNH, of Brookville, Ohio, 
in response to two certified letters sent to 
Bash's business address seeking information on 


‘his Part 97 update subscription. The letter 


reads... "I regret to advise that Bash Educa- 
tional Services, Inc. is unable to continue to 
produce a viable test guide series in view of 
the Volunteer Program as it now exists." Bash 
said the lack of such a product line has re- 
duced his revenue and prevented him from 
continuing the Part 97 program. "The program 
was subsidized by the income from our test 
guide," he noted. 


"After many long and painful hours of 
soul searching, I have realized that if we 
were to create a test guide for Technician, 
General, Advanced or Extra Class ham radio 
applicants, that these books would be no diff- 
erent than those published by ARRL. As a 
matter of fact, they would be verbatim - and 
would have to be if they were to be effective 
around the country." 


Bash said that he had always prided 
himself on providing a unique product - one 
unlike any other in the industry. "I believe 


that is different from the competition, and 
serve your needs better than the competition, 
then it is best not to create anything. The 
current Volunteer Program prevents me from 
publishing a book that will be effective." 


Bash said that since "the FCC does not 
publish test question answers" in order to 
have a product that will work for amateur 
radio "it is necessary to create industry 
standards" with each publisher having the 
same answers to these questions. Bash said 
the League has publications that will do this 
and questioned the need for additional copies 
of the same volumes in the marketplace. "If 
they aren't the same, they (the VE program) 
won't work nationwide," he said. 


"l have very reluctantly decided to 
cease operations at this time, close this corp- 
oration... and move everything back to the 
kitchen table which is where we started... and 
wait to see how the Volunteer Exam Program 
develops." 


Bash said he realized that he was let- 
ting many amateurs down, particularly those 
that subscribed to his Part 97 update service. 
He said that his cost of the service greatly 
exceeded subsciption revenues. 


"You took a chance with us... and it 
failed. You weren't 'ripped off' or I wouldn't 
be writing this letter in the first place. You 
were a victim of economics. ...1 hope to start 
again in the future. ...If I start again, you 
will have a credit with us. If I get a product 
going again, you will be allowed to extract | 
your credit from that product line. I wish I 
could offer you more, but there is nothing to 
give. I have laid off all of the employees and 
sold everything we had to pay the bills. There 
is still a stack of huge unpaid bills and those 
creditors are in the same boat as you. If I had 
the money, I would give you a refund but 
there is simply no money to be had." 


"If I have said it once, I have said it a 
thousand times... you will never get rich in 
the publishing business - especially the ama- 
teur radio publishing business. You cared and 
I tried. Unfortunately it hasn't been success- 
ful. The corporation is finished. Perhaps some 
day in the future I can create other products 
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that will serve the need of ham radio opera- 
tors. Right now I can't think of what they 
might be. I am honestly more than a little bit 
shocked over having to do this. I hope to 
work you on the air some time. Please do not 
be bitter and please understand that if there 
was any possible way to continue, I would." 


"My wife, Flora, KA6LRP, and | thank 
you for your letters and calls of support in 
the past. Good bye... and take care" The 
letter was signed simply "Dick." 


oapecape 


AMATEUR RADIO & THE FEDERAL DOMAIN 


The amateur community is still awaiting 
action on PRB-l, a declaration requested by 
the ARRL from the FCC that electronic com- 
munications and equipment lie in the federal 
domain. Over 1,000 comments, mostly in sup- 
port of the matter, have been received by the 
Commission. 


While the FCC has never said that local 
or state regulation of radio wave communica- 
tions equipment (such as antennas and towers) 
were pre-empted by the Communications Act, 
the FCC did, in fact, publish an interesting 
Public Notice back in 1977 stating that radio 
wave communication was indeed in the federal 
domain. They said that local laws regulating 
radio may be pre-empted by the Communica- 
| tions Act. 


The Public Notice was issued in 
response to an increasing number of inquiries 
and complaints from the public concerning 
state and local laws which deal with radio, 


television and_ particularly CB. -The Public 
Notice said... 


"As early as 1912, Congress recognized 
that communications by means of radio energy 
were "inherently interstate in nature, was a 
form of commerce, and was uniquely adapt- 
able to uniform regulation by the federal gov- 
ernment." 


"The Radio Act of 1927 increased the 
government's authority to regulate this area, 
and with the passage of the Communications 
Act of 1934, the trend towards comprehensive 
federal regulation of interstate and foreign 
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‘gress has adopted pervasive legislation in a 
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communication by wire and radio was substan- 
tially completed." 


"The Communications Act of 1934 pro- 
vided for the establishment of the FCC to 
execute and enforce the provisions of the 
Act. Section 301 of the Act claims complete 
jurisdiction over radio energy for the federal 
government." Section 301 states: 


"It is the purpose of this Act, among 
other things, to maintain the control of 
the United States over all channels of 
interstate and foreign radio transmission; 
and to provide for the use of such chan- 
nels... under licenses granted by Federal 
authority." 


"Under the Supremacy Clause of the 
U.S. Constitution, state and local laws may be 
pre-empted: (1.) when a law conflicts with a 
law enacted by Congress or (2.) when Con- 


particular field with the intent that regula- 
tion in the area will be conducted exclusively 
by the federal government." 


"...courts have found that reasonable 
local statutes may stand absent a clear con- 
flict with the Act. Local zoning ordinances 
limiting antenna heights... and the rights to 
adjudicate property rights have all been up- 
held. Where local law conflicts with the Com- 


mission's regulatory scheme for radio services, 
the federal law will prevail." 


"The Commission does not have the 
resources to routinely monitor state and local 
laws which impact on radio nor can it inter- 
vene in every local court proceeding in which 
the validity of various laws are tested. Licen- 
sees who feel victimized by an improper local 
law may raise federal pre-emption in their 
own behalf, and local legislative bodies should 
consider the issue when contemplating the 
enactment of ordinances in areas regulated by 
the Communications Act." 


A ruling on PRB-1 is expected shortly. 
(Public Notice 87276, dated July 29, 1977) 


THE NEVER-ENDING DIAL-A-PORN SAGA... 


Those of you that have been with us a 


to: W5YI - VEC, PO Box #10101, Dallas, texas />ZU/ 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged ~ 


in making, 


You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 
Examination program onerates and how to go about giving tests. 


preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


My age is at least 18 years old." 


license preparation materials. 
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while, know about the legal battle that is 
raging between the public, Congress, the FCC 
and a_ sexually-oriented telephone service 
commonly known as "Dial-A-Porn."| The New 
York based call-in service started in February 
1983. When a number is dialed, the caller 
hears a description or depiction of actual or 
simulated sexual behavior. 


Enraged parents and Congress want it 
stopped. The FCC isn't quite sure how to do 
this without treading on First Amendment 
rights. New York Telephone refuses to close 
it down saying that their tariff provides that 
the subscriber has exclusive control over the 
content and quality of messages transmitted. 


The Federal Register of March 15th has 
the text of a "Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking" that the FCC has issued trying 
to restrict youngsters under the age of 18 
from calling the service. Sources calculate 
that the service receives up to 500,000 calls 
a day, yielding approximately $10,000 for its 
owner, (High Society Magazine) and $35,000 
daily for New York Telephone before costs. 


A previous attempt to restrict "dial-it" 
operation to evening hours or require that the 
service be paid for by credit card was ruled 
unconstitutional in federal court since it also 
denied adult access during certain hours and 
this method, according to the court, did not 
utilize the least restrictive approach. 


The FCC says that it has found that 
there are three basic ways to limit access to 
dial-a-porn by minors. (1.) screening and 
blocking devices (2.) access and identification 
codes and (3.) limiting operational hours. 
Screening and blocking devices were ruled 
impractical since they would require time to 
develop and could be expensive. 


The Commission is now considering 
requiring telephone companies to report on 
monthly bills to their subscribers any tele- 
phone calls made to "976" (dial-it) numbers. 
Dial-a-Porn service operators would be 
required to reimburse the administrative costs 
experienced by the telephone companies. 


Also being considered is "Access and 
Identification Codes." Persons desiring access 


to Dial-a-Porn services would fill out an 
application relying on some sort of age verifi- 
cation and be issued a call-in code number. 
Comment period closes on May 14th, replies 
by June 11th. . 
(FCC 2nd NPRM in Docket 83-989, 3/1/85.) 

In speaking to the hams at the Johnson | 
Space Center in Houston, I find that | made a . 
"soof" on the donated TV cameras and minia- 
ture television sets mentioned in the 3/1 


issue. I had said that Sony donated them to 
the Tony England, WQ@ORE, ham-in-space 


effort. They were actually donated by Pana- 
‘sonic. Sorry about that. Also understand that 
the scheduled July 9th shuttle lift-off could 
be moved up to a sooner date and that there 
is a possibility of an amateur radio hardware 
change. More on this in the next issue. 

Don't forget the North American Tele- 
conference Net on March 29. Featured on 
over 180 gateway stations (mostly 2 meter 
repeaters) will be a talk by Jim Larsen, 
K7GE, on his favorite subject... designing and 
building antennas. Take special note that the 
net is on a Friday evening - and NOT Thurs- 
day as previously was the case. On June 14th, 
the TRN will feature an AMSAT program with 
Jan King, W3GEY, speaking on the Phase 4 
Geostationary Bird, Harold Price, NK6K, cov- 
ering PACSAT, the Flying Satellite Mailbox 
and an AMSAT roundtable discussing "How Do 
I Get Started Talking to a Satellite?" 


oaDeape: 


If you are scheduling a volunteer ham 
| radio examination session after May lst, re- 
member that you must use the new Element 3 
questions. The "six month implementation per- 
iod" for the new November-1984 Element 3 
question bank is up on April 30, 1985. 


6S Gwe 


UPDATE _ON_ ADVANCED CLASS VE's.... 


Advanced Class volunteer examiners are 
allowed to administer the Element 3 (Technic- 
ian, General Class) written examination, but 
not the 13 word per minute Morse Code 
Examination. We covered this in our March 
lst issue. Many individuals and groups feel 


that Advanced Class VEs should be allowed to 
give both the code and written tests to Gen- 
eral Class applicants. 
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that will serve the need of ham radio opera- 
tors. Right now I can't think of what they 
might be. I am honestly more than a little bit 
shocked over having to do this. I hope to 
work you on the air some time. Please do not 
be bitter and please understand that if there 
was any possible way to continue, I would." 


"My wife, Flora, KA6LRP, and | thank 
you for your letters and calls of support in 
the past. Good bye... and take care" The 
letter was signed simply "Dick." 
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AMATEUR RADIO & THE FEDERAL DOMAIN 


The amateur community is still awaiting 
action on PRB-1l, a declaration requested by 
the ARRL from the FCC that electronic com- 
munications and equipment lie in the federal 
domain. Over 1,000 comments, mostly in sup- 
port of the matter, have been received by the 
Commission. 


While the FCC has never said that local 
or state regulation of radio wave communica- 
tions equipment (such as antennas and towers) 
were pre-empted by the Communications Act, 
the FCC did, in fact, publish an interesting 
Public Notice back in 1977 stating that radio 
wave communication was indeed in the federal 
domain. They said that local laws regulating 
radio may be pre-empted by the Communica- 
| tions Act. 


The Public Notice was issued in 
response to an increasing number of inquiries 
and complaints from the public concerning 
state and local laws which deal with radio, 


television and_ particularly CB. The Public 
Notice said... 


"As early as 1912, Congress recognized 
that communications by means of radio energy 
were "inherently interstate in nature, was a 
form of commerce, and was uniquely adapt- 
able to uniform regulation by the federal gov- 
ernment." 


"The Radio Act of 1927 increased the 
government's authority to regulate this area, 
and with the passage of the Communications 
Act of 1934, the trend towards comprehensive 
federal regulation of interstate and foreign 


I REPORT..... 


‘gress has adopted pervasive legislation in a 


Page #8 


- April 1, 1985 


communication by wire and radio was substan- 
tially completed." 


"The Communications Act of 1934 pro- 
vided for the establishment of the FCC to 
execute and enforce the provisions of the 
Act. Section 301 of the Act claims complete 
jurisdiction over radio energy for the federal 
government." Section 301 states: 


"It is the purpose of this Act, among 
other things, to maintain the control of 
the United States over all channels of 
interstate and foreign radio transmission; 
and to provide for the use of such chan- 
nels... under licenses granted by Federal 
authority." 


"Under the Supremacy Clause of the 
U.S. Constitution, state and local laws may be 
pre-empted: (1.) when a law conflicts with a 
law enacted by Congress or (2.) when Con- 


particular field with the intent that regula- 
tion in the area will be conducted exclusively 
by the federal government." 


"..courts have found that reasonable 
local statutes may stand absent a clear con- 
flict with the Act. Local zoning ordinances 
limiting antenna heights... and the rights to 
adjudicate property rights have all been up- 
held. Where local law conflicts with the Com- 


mission's regulatory scheme for radio services, 
the federal law will prevail." 


"The Commission does not have the 
resources to routinely monitor state and local 
laws which impact on radio nor can it inter- 
vene in every local court proceeding in which 
the validity of various laws are tested. Licen- 
sees who feel victimized by an improper local 
law may raise federal pre-emption in their 
own behalf, and local legislative bodies should 
consider the issue when contemplating the 
enactment of ordinances in areas regulated by 
the Communications Act." 


A ruling on PRB-1 is expected shortly. 
(Public Notice 87276, dated July 29, 1977) 


THE NEVER-ENDING DIAL-A-PORN SAGA... 


Ss 


Those of you that have been with us a 


WS5YI REPORT..... 


PACING SPREADS TO THE EAST... 


Meanwhile, the state of Indiana is con- 
sidering the 20-KHz 2-meter band plan and ts 
going about it in a more amiable way. Neigh- 
boring Michigan to the north has already 
The February 28th edition of the 
Indiana Section ARRL Letter contains an in- 
serted postal card which asks if 15 KHz or 20 
is favored and whether 
respondent is a repeater owner or not. 


KHz separation 


Minnesota will 
pacific northwest 20-KHz 2-meter band plan 
at their April 13th meeting. 
Association Chairman Rick Whiting, 
WGTN, is on record as supporting it. 


Minnesota Re- 


Not only is frequency coordination big 
news in the Amateur Radio community, but in 
the land mobile arena as well! 
considering giving business banders complete 
control over the nation's private radio license 
The Commission proposes in Docket 


83-737 to allow only one frequency coordinat- 


ing committee for each radio service. 
‘ments are pouring into the FCC on the issue 


from such "biggies" as Motorola, E. F. John- 
the National 
Traffic Safety Administration, 
Taxicab Association... 
‘ Petroleum Institute... NABER... 
Trucking Assocation... 
Association and many others. 


the American 
the American 
American Automobile 


is that the FCC will 
ually adopt a single frequency coordinator for 
the Amateur Service as well. 


FCC AIDES FAA_IN CB CRACKDOWN.... 


The Federal Aviation Administration has 
complained to the FCC about CB transmitters 
Causing interference to air traffic operations 
at Washington National Airport. 
interrupting communications between 
and airline pilots 


The interfer- 


air-traffic controllers 
critical moments during take-off and landing. 


Jenkins of Washington, D.C. was fined $500 


- nected to her CB transmitter. 
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The effort at Washington National Air- 
port to assist the FAA in assuring passenger 
safety is continuing. The FCC warned "Taxi- 
cab drivers using illegal linear amplifiers 
should voluntarily discontinue use of these 
devices. Failure to do so will result in fines, 
administrative sanctions or possible jail sen- 
tences." 


In other aviation news, the FAA is in 
the process of completing testing of a home 
computer weather briefing and flight plan fil- 
ing service and is expected to recommend 
construction of a nationwide system next 
year. 
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HAM_RADIO_PROPOSED_TO_BE_ EXCLUDED 
FROM RF BIOLOGICAL HAZARD REVIEW! 


The FCC has issued an Order providing 
for formal FCC evaluation of RF radiation 
emitted by Commission regulated operations. 
The new rules go into effect October 1, 1985, 
and apply primarily to broadcasting. A Fur- 
ther NPRM seeks to exclude certain radio 
services from FCC RF hazard appraisal. 


The lengthy documents (37 typewritten 
pages) propose to implement the National En- 
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). Under 
NEPA, the FCC is required to consider whe- 
ther its actions have a significant effect on 
the quality of the human environment. There 
is a provision in NEPA for "categorical ex- 
clusions" where these actions would not ordi- 
narily have such an effect. The following are 


condensed highlights of these proceedings. 
(1.) A "Notice of Inquiry" was issued in 1979 


to collect information relevant to potential 
hazards from RF radiation and the FCC's 
responsibilities to consider such hazards when 
they license or authorize facilities and equip- 
ment. 


(2.) The Report and Order issued by the 
Commission on March 14, 1985, provides for 


routine environmental analyses of FCC 
actions that would result in non-compliance 
with applicable health and safety standards 
for RF radiation. The FCC said that any ad- 
verse RF radiation impact on the human 
environment should be taken into account as 
part of their license issuing function. 


I have never had my station or 
license preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old." 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


operator license revoked or suspended. I do not own a significant 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


OME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER 
program. If so, please send a 
, PO Box #10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 


You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 
Examination program onerates and how to go about giving tests. 


copy of your Extra-Class license, this statement, and a SASE 


WOULD YOU LIKE TQ BEC 
under The W5YI Report 


to: W5YI - VEC 
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while, know about the legal battle that 1s 
raging between the public, Congress, the FCC 
and a_ sexually-oriented telephone service 
commonly known as "Dial-A-Porn." The New 
York based call-in service started in February 
1983. When a number is dialed, the caller 
hears a description or depiction of actual or 
simulated sexual behavior. 


Enraged parents and Congress want it 
stopped. The FCC isn't quite sure how to do 
this without treading on First Amendment 
rights. New York Telephone refuses to close 
it down saying that their tariff provides that 
the subscriber has exclusive control over the 
content and quality of messages transmitted. 


The Federal Register of March 15th has 
the text of a "Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking" that the FCC has issued trying 
to restrict youngsters under the age of 18 
from calling the service. Sources calculate 
that the service receives up to 500,000 calls 
a day, yielding approximately $10,000 for its 
owner, (High Society Magazine) and $35,000 
daily for New York Telephone before costs. 


A previous attempt to restrict "dial-it" 
operation to evening hours or require that the 
service be paid for by credit card was ruled 
unconstitutional in federal court since it also 
denied adult access during certain hours and 
this method, according to the court, did not 
utilize the least restrictive approach. 


The FCC says that it has found that 
there are three basic ways to limit access to 
dial-a-porn by minors. (1.) screening and 
blocking devices (2.) access and identification 
codes and (3.) limiting operational hours. 
Screening and blocking devices were ruled 
impractical since they would require time to 
develop and could be expensive. 


The Commission is now considering 
requiring telephone companies to report on 
monthly bills to their subscribers any tele- 
phone calls made to "976" (dial-it) numbers. 
Dial-a-Porn service operators would be 
required to reimburse the administrative costs 
experienced by the telephone companies. 


Also being considered is "Access and 
Identification Codes." Persons desiring access 


to Dial-a-Porn services would fill out an 
application relying on some sort of age verifi- 
cation and be issued a call-in code number. 


Comment period closes on May 14th, replies 


by June | 1th. . 
(FCC 2nd NPRM in Docket 83-989, 3/1/85.) 

In speaking to the hams at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, | find that [made a 
"goof" on the donated TV cameras and minia- 
ture television sets mentioned in the 3/1 
issue. I had said that Sony donated them to 
the Tony England, W@ORE, ham-in-space 
effort. They were actually donated by Pana- 
sonic. Sorry about that. Also understand that 
the scheduled July 9th shuttle lift-off could 
be moved up to a sooner date and that there 
is a possibility of an amateur radio hardware 
change. More on this in the next issue. 

Don't forget the North American Tele- 
conference Net on March 29. Featured on 
over 180 gateway stations (mostly 2 meter 
repeaters) will be a talk by Jim Larsen, 
K7GE, on his favorite subject... designing and 
building antennas. Take special note that the 
net is on a Friday evening - and NOT Thurs- 
day as previously was the case. On June 14th, 
the TRN will feature an AMSAT program with 
Jan King, W3GEY, speaking on the Phase 4 
Geostationary Bird, Harold Price, NK6K, cov- 
ering PACSAT, the Flying Satellite Mailbox 
and an AMSAT roundtable discussing "How Do 
I Get Started Talking to a Satellite?" 

If you are scheduling a volunteer ham 
radio examination session after May lst, re- 
member that you must use the new Element 3 
questions. The "six month implementation per- 
iod" for the new November-1984 Element 3 
question bank is up on April 30, 1985. 
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UPDATE ON ADVANCED CLASS _VE's.... 


Advanced Class volunteer examiners are 
allowed to administer the Element 3 (Technic- 
ian, General Class) written examination, but 
not the 13 word per minute Morse Code 
Examination. We covered this in our March 
lst issue. Many individuals and groups feel 
that Advanced Class VEs should be allowed to 
give both the code and written tests to Gen- 
eral Class applicants. 


The legislation approved by Congress 
allowing volunteer examiners above the Nov- 
ice Class clearly allowed higher class VE's to 
administer amateur radio examinations to 
lower class applicants. But that is not the 
way the FCC interpreted the enabling legisla- 
tion. The Commission construed Public Law 
97-259 as requiring that a VE shall have 
passed a faster code speed than the one he is 
giving. 


At the recent ARRL Annual _ board 
meeting, at least two Directors requested that 
the League seek either an amended interpre- 
tation or a rule change to permit Advanced 
Class VE's to administer both the code and 
written General Class examinations. The 
Directors put aside the issue for later consid- 
eration. 


The QCWA also considered petitioning 
the FCC to reduce the General Class code 
speed to 10 wpm so that Advanced Class VE's 
could legally administer slower speed code 
examinations. 


On February 21, we filed a Petition for 


Partial Reconsideration pointing out that the 
FCC erred when taking the position that code 
examinations could only be given by amateurs 
that had passed a higher speed. We requested 
that Advanced Class amateurs be authorized 
to administer the entire General Class test 
requirements. This would allow VECs to set 
up both intermediate testing teams that could 
administer the Technician and General Class 
examinations and Senior teams for the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class levels. 


Our Petition for Reconsideration was 
listed in the March 4th Federal Regisiter and 
a 15 day public comment period authorized. 


David Vogel, NL7P, of Anchorage, 
- Alaska, a Region 11 VEC board member, said 
in his comments that "the FCC has placed a 
great burden on the new VEC testing pro- 
cedure by restricting greatly the use of Ad- 
vanced Class VE's." He said that his group is 
financially unable to travel to many of the 
smaller cities in Alaska that the FCC used to 
visit to give tests. He said he "would like to 
| see VEC's being able to use the Advanced 
Class to give both the General and Advanced 
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tests." 


Bruce Frahm, K@BJ, said in his com- 
ments that "In many areas of the nation it has 
been, and will continue to be, difficult for 
VE's to participate on a voluntary basis due 
to the distances involved." He said the pool of 
VE's should be expanded if it can legally be 
done and without compromising the testing 
procedure. 


The QCWA said in their filing that they 
"wholeheartedly support" the aims of the 
Petition and "urge the Commission to re-ex- 
amine the relevant wording of Public Law 
97-259." The QWCA said that if the FCC 
were to allow the Advanced Class licensee to 
administer examinations at the General Class 
level and allow General Class licensees to 
administer examinations at the Technician 
Class level, the potential pool of available 
volunteers would be increased from approxi- 
mately 36,000 to approximately 133,000 and 
from 133,000 to 250,000 respectively." They 
said this would be in the best interest of 
amateur radio and the public and should elimi- 
nate spotty shortages of Extra Class VE's now 
and in the future. 


The ARRL, in their formal comments, 
agreed with our conclusion of law that the 
Commission erred in their opinion that Ad- 
vanced Class VE's are prohibited from admin- 
istering the General Class Element 1B (13 
wpm code.) Even though there was a motion 
by Mary Lewis (and seconded) to consider the 
Advanced Class issue, the ARRL pointed out 
that the Board took no action. 


The League said that they "know of no 
basis for the contention... that the availabil- 
ity of Advanced Class testing teams should 
double the amount of examination opportun-_ 
ities open to those wishing to upgrade." Cit- 
ing that there is insufficient data to conclude 
that there is a shortage of examination oppor- 
tunities, the League suggested "that more 
experience be gained with the program as 
oresently constituted before further changes 
be made." 


The reply comment period closes March 
29th and then the FCC will rule on the issue. 
We will keep you posted. 


